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Commissioner for Patents 
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Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Sir: 

I, Qiong Cheng, declare that: 

I am a citizen of the United States of America and reside at 4 Collins Drive, 
Wilmington, Delaware, USA. 

I am an employee of E.I. du Pont de Nemours and Company ("DuPont"). 

I received a [Ph.D.] in [Microbiology] from the [University of Illinois at 
Urbana-Champaign]. I have worked for DuPont from [February 9, 1998] to the 
present in the field of [microbial biotechnology] . 

I am an inventor of the above-identified application. 

The following are my remarks: 

1 . In the October 1 9, 2006, Non-Final Office Action related to the above- 
identified application, the Examiner rejected claims 1-12 under 35 U.S.C. § 
102(e) as being anticipated by Cheng etal. (Published U.S. Patent Application 
No. 2004/0146966). The priority date for Cheng etal. is December 19, 2002, one 
day before the priority date of the above-identified application. 

2. The subject matter in Cheng et al. used by the Examiner to reject the 
claims of the above-identified application was invented by myself along with the 
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co-inventors of the above-identified application: Pierre Rouviere, Luan Tao, and 



i Wonchul Suh, 

i 3. I declare that all statements made herein are either based on my own 
knowledge and are true, or if based on information and belief are believed to be 
true, I also declare that all statements were made with knowledge that willful 
| false statements, and the like, are punishable by either fine, or imprisonment, or 
j both under Section 1001 of Title 1 8 of the United States Code, and any such 
willful false statements may jeopardize the validity of either the patent application, 
or any patent issuing thereon. 



By: 




Qiong Cheng 



Dated: 




I 



2 



